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EDITORIAL NOTES 



The night was exceedingly beautiful, and the out-door sights 
and sounds lent their aid to the tender influences of the wonder- 
fully inspiring music, skilfully rendered by the 

„ . . Thomas Orchestra at the last of the open-air con- 

Beginmng" ._...-, . 

certs in Ravinia Park. Gentle memories were 

awakened of other wonderful evenings in the past, when, by 
some strange freak of memory, a picture flashed before our eyes 
of a scene in the dingy office of the superintendent of public 
schools in a city not a thousand miles from Chicago, one morn- 
ing, not a dozen years ago. A committee of Benevolently 
Inclined Mothers waited upon the venerable educator to discuss 
plans for putting music into the public schools. The worthy 
man listened patiently, then, after due deliberation said that he 
had received his education in these same schools, and that what 
was good enough for him then was good enough for the children 
now. The committee retired and waited. 

In due time the worthy man died, unaided by chloroform. The 
Benevolently Inclined Mothers again called at the 
of Time office, and when plans had been explained, and 

due assurance given that this would bring no 
added burden to the city finances, as the Mothers and Assisting 
Fathers would bear all expenses, the arrangements were com- 
pleted. An enthusiastic, tactful, and, above all, capable teacher 
soon won a place for herself and music in the public schools. 

Two years later when Children's Day exercises were given in 
that city in one of the large churches the children's singing was 
fine, but when, at the close, all in the large church were asked to 
rise and sing America, and all the children in the body of the 
church joined in song, heartily and sweetly, and all knew the 
words of every verse without book or leader, a thing unheard of 
in years gone by, one of the Assisting Fathers remarked to one 
of the Benevolently Inclined Mothers, "That is what your 
'Music in the Public Schools' has done." 



112 THE ELEMENTARY SCHOOL TEACHER 

In another smaller city more than a thousand miles from 
Chicago we were present at the closing exercises of the grammar 
The Bodv— grades of the one school in the place, and saw the 
Where is rendition of "Nearer My God to Thee," given as it 

the Spirit? ] ia d b een f or several years, following the directions 
in the "Model Exercise," printed in the State Teachers' Manual, 
something like this : " 'Nearer My God to Thee,' [pupils stand 
reverently upon both feet and slowly roll the eyes upward as 
they sing,] 'E'en though it be a cross that raiseth me;' [raise the 
right hand slowly and point to an imaginary cross, then fold the 
hands upon the breast,]" and so on. Draw your own conclusions 
as to the aesthetic and ethic effect upon the minds of the singers. 

The course of study prescribed for the public schools of that 
entire state outside of the few largest cities, lays much emphasis 
upon "the 45 combinations," upon "rules and definitions," which 
in arithmetic "must always be learned accurately and perfectly 
before any problems are solved," upon many other things which 
are Greek to the teacher who has not lived in Greece, and she is 
obliged "to promise to follow exactly in all details this course of 
study," and unless she can affirm "that she has so followed in all 
details this course of study," she forfeits her salary and her right 
to continue teaching in the schools of the state. Think of that, 
ye men and women who are allowed to teach every conceivable 
thing, in every conceivable manner, even though it may happen 
to lead to utter confusion, just as you believe something is about 
to be evolved. 

Are we in danger of saying, "I thank Thee, Lord that I am 
not as other men" ? How may the truth be reached, the truth of 
Pharisee beauty, of sincerity, of high ideals ? It is our earn- 

Sinner, ' est wish, our most cherished hope, that we may 

or Saint neither be blinded by egotistic satisfaction with self 

and with present conditions, nor, in our aspiration after better 
things, be led far from the truth by our false ideals, or by our 
lack of training, of keen perceptions, of clear brain looking to 
the desired end along vistas of sound common-sense. 



